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Students host gala to celebrate Vietnamese new year
CHRISTIAN MARNON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

For many students at WKU,
New Year’s Eve has come and
passed, but on Saturday night
the Vietnamese Student Association held a gala on the top
floor of Pearce Ford Tower for
Tet, the official Vietnamese
New Year’s holiday.
Members of VSA and numerous guests enjoyed festivities,

singing and traditional Vietnamese cuisine crafted to celebrate the first day of the first
month on the Lunar Calendar.
Dao Nguyen, WKU alumnus
and former vice president of
VSA, said the moon is integral
to the Vietnamese way of life.
“The entirety of Vietnam
considers the moon to be
more important than sun,” he
said
Nguyen said the food served

at the event had a special significance, especially banh
chung, which translates to
‘square rice cake.’ It’s made of
green banana leaf, green bean
pods, meat and rice.
“Each of these elements
combine to represent the Vietnam, and their vision of the
Earth,” he said.
Current vice president of VSA
and Hanoi native Tuan Nghiem said Tet is a popular holi-

day in Vietnam.
“The best holiday to compare it to would be Christmas,”
he said. “It’s our biggest celebration and it’s the start of the
new year, so of course everyone is waiting for that.”
Nghiem said VSA was very
helpful to him when he first arrived in the United States and
currently has more than 40
members, 14 of which joined
this year.

“When I first got to Bowling
Green, I didn’t know anyone,
but fortunately a friend from
the organization picked me
out and asked me to join,” he
said.
While VSA has been effective in attracting Vietnamese
students to WKU, some members tend to feel disassociated
in an unfamiliar environment,
Nguyen said.
SEE GALA PAGE 2

A rodeo participant attempts to tackle a steer for the WKU rodeo on Saturday at the L.D. Brown Agricultural Exposition Center. ADAM WOLFFBRANDT/HERALD

SARAH STUKENBORG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Lone Star Rodeo Company
brought dynamite, raging bulls
and plenty of cowboys to WKU’s
Ag Expo Center last weekend.
The Lone Star Championship
Rodeo has been performing their
annual show at the Ag Expo center for 31 years, and the show

didn’t fail to fill the stands.
Karen Fowlkes, wife of Lone
Star Rodeo Company manager,
Preston Fowlkes Jr., said she looks
forward to the performances in
Bowling Green and enjoys being
surrounded by family.
“All my family gets to be together,” Fowlkes said.
The whole family takes part
SEE RODEO PAGE 3
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GALA

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“The United States is a country of individualism, while
Vietnam is much more community-based.” he said. “Because of this, the Vietnamese
students tend to band together, fail to open up and consequently don’t learn anything
new.”
Nguyen said other international groups on campus behave similarly, and this can
partly be attributed to minimal
outreach from the university.
“Most members of the VSA
aren’t very good with English, so they lack confidence
and rarely interact with their
American peers,” he said.
“This isn’t just us, it’s every minority group on campus and I
think the university should pay
more attention and practice
better outreach.”
VSA needs to adapt as well,

Nguyen said.
“In terms of membership,
two years ago the club was
reserved exclusively for Vietnamese students,” he said.
“Although we are open to everyone now, the club has been
reticent in the past to gain
members from other countries
due to insufficient communication skills.”
President of VSA and Buon
Ma Thuot native Khoa Nguyen
said this gala was a step toward
bridging that barrier.
“We invited all Western students to join us for this event,”
he said.
Nguyen said VSA also holds
an international festival every
September as an attempt to
provoke interest in Vietnamese
culture and the group.
“The international festival
is a local event which occurs
downtown where we provide
information, food and authentic souvenirs from Vietnam,”
he said. “Basically, we just want
to promote our own culture.”

Members of WKU’s VSA (Vietnamese Student Association) perform a dance routine as part of a game
during the Vietnamese Gala on the 27th floor of Pearce Ford Tower on Feb. 9. SETH FISCHER/HERALD

Crime Reports

Spring Break is right around the corner!

Reports
• Police cited sophomore Kyle Anthony Huff, Minton Hall, for possession of marijuana on Feb. 9.
• Franklin, Tenn. junior Jordan Rion
reported both rear tires of his vehicle
slashed on Feb. 8. The cost of the damage is estimated at $400.
• Freshman Brandon Tino-Cunniffe,
Pearce Ford Tower, reported his cell
phone stolen on Feb. 8. The value of
the stolen item is estimated at $600.
Arrests
• Police arrested freshman Alexandra

$1000

Receive up to
for being a full time student!

Call Now! 270.904.3677

For an interactive crime map
go to WKUHERALD.COM

A
Hepfinger, Bemis
Lawrence Hall, for
representing another’s operating license as her own
and alcohol intoxication in a public
place on Feb. 10.
• Police arrested freshman Lauren
Bell, Bemis, for alcohol intoxication
on Feb. 10.
• Police arrested freshman Ann Hupman, Rodes Harlin Hall, for reckless
driving and DUI on Feb. 9.
• Police arrested freshman Drew
Hurt, Poland Hall, for disregarding a
red light and DUI on Feb. 9.

Corrections
Due to a Herald error,
the bylines for “Glasgow
to celebrate silver anniversary with reception”
and “Summer construction work will connect
three buildings to a new
power system” were incorrectly labeled as Taylor Harrison on Page 3
of last Tuesday’s issue.

They should have read
Seth Hutchins and Jackson French, respectively.
The Herald regrets the
error.
Due to a Herald error,
Sam Ford’s title was incorrectly identified in an
article on page seven of
Feb. 5th’s issue. Ford is
an instructor at WKU.

NOW HIRING!
DIGITAL DOC is an electronic device repair
shop. We specialize in repairing broken
smartphones, tablets, iPods, and laptops.
(PC or MAC)

Our new store in Bowling Green is
looking to hire a dedicated staff. If you
think you’d be a good addition, please
email your resume to

bg@digitaldocrepair.com
Training offered

DIGITALDOCREPAIR.COM

The Herald regrets the
error.
The College Heights
Herald corrects all confirmed errors that are
brought to reporters’
or editors’ attention.
Please call 745-6011 or
745-5044 to report a correction, or email us at
editor@wkuherald.com.
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Team roping participants take down a steer for the WKU rodeo on Saturday at the L.D.
Brown Agricultural Exposition Center. ADAM WOLFFBRANDT/HERALD
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After being thrown from the bull, Nathan Alford runs out of the arena and jumps
up onto the pin to spit the mud out of his mouth at Sunday’s Lone Star Company
Rodeo. KATIEMCLEAN/HERALD

RODEO

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Kaylee Pedigo of Bowling Green laughs with her mother, Maria Leach, at the Lone Star Rodeo on Sunday.
KATIE MCLEAN/HERALD

in most shows, including Fowlkes’ 5-year-old granddaughter.
Preston Fowlkes Sr. started the Lone Star Rodeo
Company in 1949 in Marfa, Texas, and the younger
Fowlkes has managed it for the past 35 years.
Lone Star puts on more than 40 events per year in 11
different states. Fowlkes Jr. plans on handing the business down to his son.
The audience ranged from first-timers to committed
fans, many decked out in cowboy boots and hats.
The show featured comedy and trick acts that included clowns playing with fake dynamite and mechanical
bulls. There was also competitive bareback riding, saddle bronc riding, calf roping, cowgirls’ breakaway roping, steer wrestling, team roping, cowgirl barrel racing
and Brahma bull riding.
Tyler Waltz, of Martin, Tenn., a bareback horse rider,
is 22 and has been competing since he was 11.
“It’s pretty much my life,” Waltz said. “It’s all I’ve ever
known.”
The cowboys are competitively judged on how long
they manage to stay on their horse or bull.
Curtis Meador of Salem, Ill., a bull rider, joined Lone
Star because they had an opening, and he needed a
job.
“I just travel and get into whatever I can get into,” he
said.
After an injury, Meador was forced to take an eightmonth break from his five-year riding career.
“I got beat up pretty bad,” Meador said.
Meador said winning isn’t as important to him as
helping fellow riders out and seeing that everyone is
safe.
“I’d rather see everyone go out and have a good ride,”
Meador said.

1/2

OFF

virus removal!
270-781-9990

Gates Duvall a saddle bronc and bull rider of Dawson Springs, climbs over a holding gate before bulls are
transferred to smaller holding pens before the final event of the night — bull riding — begins. BRITTANY
SOWACKE/HERALD
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Opinion
STAFF EDITORIAL

shaky ground

Glitches are excusable, unsafe advising is not
THE ISSUE: The false alarm
earthquake texts last week,
although an accident, incorrectly instructed students to go
outside to seek shelter from effects of the earthquake.
OUR STANCE: A glitch in the
system is forgivable, but asking
students to leave the shelter of
the indoors is unsafe.

A

ccording to ready.gov, for
protection from an earthquake — meaning specifically
protection from falling objects
— people should seek shelter
“under a sturdy table or against
an inside wall.” Furthermore,
if “there isn’t a table or desk
near you…crouch in an inside

corner of a building.” In other
words, the recommended
safety precautions from the
government in the event of an
earthquake are indoors.
The first text message students received last Thursday
advised them to “exit buildings
and stay at a safe distance.”
Notice the message does not
specify from what students
should maintain a safe distance.
Drawing again from ready.
gov, “Do not exit a building
during the shaking. Research
has shown that most injuries
occur when people inside
buildings attempt to move to
a different location inside the
building or try to leave.”

The fact that WKU’s system
suffered a glitch that caused
some alarm among students
and faculty that there was an
earthquake is an unfortunate
accident that could not have
been foreseen. It is good that
WKU was able to quickly send
a message correcting the first
one. It is comforting to know
that someone caught the mistake fast enough to ease any
panic.
However, this does not excuse that the university apparently has a message to send
to students in the event of a
real earthquake that instructs
them to do exactly what they
should not do during an earthquake.

Glitch aside, it would be
wise for someone to rewrite
the text message to advise students on a safer plan of action
should an earthquake strike.
Even though many people
didn’t suspect an earthquake
last Thursday, numerous
students and faculty began
evacuating their buildings
and standing around outside,
waiting for “instruction from
authorities,” as the message
said.
Let’s hope if the seismic
waves start shaking campus
that said authorities will not
be needed because everyone
will be safely taking cover indoors, as instructed by WKU
via text.

This editorial represents the
majority opinion of the Herald's 12-member editorial
board.

COMMENTARY

Athletics program did not try to bar media access
Your Staff Editorial “Shut Out – Football program bars media access to
National Signing Day banquet” is misleading and inaccurate. First of all, the
signing day event was an invitation
only event for members of the Hilltopper Athletic Foundation, and there was
a cost of $10 per person to cover the
costs of the food. If any media member
was also a member of HAF, they certainly could have attended the banquet
– there was no formal media ban or any
orchestrated effort to prohibit the media from attending.
What the editorial unfortunately also
fails to mention is that we had a “media only” press conference with Coach
Petrino earlier that same day at 3 p.m.
Many fans expressed a desire to at-

tend this press conference, but out of sistant coaches available to the Herald
respect for the media, the press confer- and all other media that same day BEence (which also included all
FORE the fan event even took
nine assistant football coachplace.
es) was only for members of
You also write, “Rather than
the media and then we set up
bordering on censorship with
a separate event later in the
the very people who can help
day to accommodate fans.
get your message to supportThus, your editorial is comers and naysayers alike, it
pletely oblivious to the facts
would be smart of the football
when you write “…wouldn’t it
program to use journalists as
make sense for Petrino to all
an avenue to communicate
but personally escort the mewith hundreds of people it
dia right up front so he can
might not otherwise reach.”
STEWART
answer any questions and
Again, we had a 3 p.m. media
Director of
quell any fears or uncertainonly press conference that
Athletics
ties about the future of WKU
same day with the head coach
football?” He, in fact, did exactly this by and all nine assistant coaches. I think it
making himself and all nine of his as- could easily be stated that was indeed

PEOPLE
POLL

“I think it’s convenient
to be able to warn
people through text.
I think it’s a good
system.”
—Jen Gannott,
Louisville junior

"Do you think the
emergency text alerts
WKU sends out are
beneficial?"
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“I thought it was a
drill. I feel drills is
(sic) necessary just in
case the actual thing
does happen, we’ll be
prepared for it a little
bit at least.”
—Muhamed Ndoye,
Senegal freshman
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“using journalists as an avenue to communicate with hundreds of people it
might not otherwise reach.” In fact, I
don’t see how one could reach any other conclusion.
I appreciate the efforts and dedication of the Herald staff who approach
their work with admirable zeal, professionalism and enthusiasm; however,
in this instance your Staff Editorial was
very disappointing to read as it omitted
several key facts and thus was unfair
to our football staff and misleading to
your readers.
Respectfully,
Todd Stewart
Director of Athletics

“I think it’s necessary
because if it was an
actual earthquake,
everybody should
know about it.”
—Forrest Lamp,
Venice, Fla.,
freshman

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a few
guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed
250 words. Commentaries
should be about 500 words
and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

“That was a drill, and
half the people didn’t
even pay any attention
to that, so it seems like
if that’s how it’s going
to work, it’s not going
to be very successful
even when they do it
by the right protocol.”
—Taylor Brooks,
Hart County sophomore

3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for style,
grammar, length and clarity.
The Herald does NOT print
libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be
received by 7 p.m. on Sunday
and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards
Classified Design Manager: Julia Hartz

HHELP
ELPW
WANTED
ANTED
A SUMMER JOB AT KENTUCKY 4-H CAMPS:
Positions are available as Camp Manager; HCP (Health Care
Provider/EMT); lifeguards; and instructors for swimming,
canoeing, nature, recreation, rifle, archery and high/low ropes.
Internships are available. Deadline for application is March 4th.
For more information, visit our website at
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/4-h/camp/employment
and apply online at UK Jobs at
www. uky.edu/hr/working

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use
caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money
or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classiﬁed ads.

GO
TOPS!

Be sure to
watch WKU vs.
Florida Atlantic
this Thursday
at 6PM!

Across
1 Old flatboats
5 Stag party attendees
10 Fixes with thread
14 Skid row sort
15 River joining the
Missouri near Jefferson
City
16 "Is there __ against
that?"
17 Skating maneuver
18 Gnatlike insect
19 Strauss of blue jeans
20 Jefferson
23 Hibachi residue
25 18-wheeler
26 Black cats, to some
27 Washington
32 Baton-passing event
33 Singer Brickell
who's married to
Paul Simon
34 "You got that right,
brother!"
35 In first place
37 Crab's grabber
41 Impressionist
42 Chicago airport
43 Jackson
48 Coffee lightener
49 Word with
popper or dropper
50 Fishing stick
51 Truman
56 Bump up against
57 Jeweled headpiece
58 Reverse, as a
computer operation
61 It ebbs and flows
62 Kauai and Tahiti,
for two
63 Read bar codes on
64 Large amount
65 Gets things growing
66 Number picker's
casino game
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The Jewelry Barn is hiring full time and part-time sales associates!

NOW HIRING

Down
1 Leatherwork tool
2 Brazilian port,
for short
3 Lumber blemish
4 Frosh, next year
5 Christina Crawford's
"__ Dearest"
6 Italian cheese region
7 Youngsters
8 "Simply delicious"
waffle maker
9 Tea leaves reader, e.g.
10 Deli meat in
round slices
11 Dreaded
business chapter?
12 Greeting from
a distance

@RyunWarren Apparently no one in Minton can cook bacon. #Fire #NerdHerdRepresent #wku -sent 2/11
@stillcandylady My freshmen year was the best time of my
life at #WKU -sent 2/9
@sworthington18 Very happy I made the Dean̓s list again
last semester! Hoping I can keep the streak going! #WKU
-sent 2/11
@DerrickLyvers We lost but gotta stay strong!! #WKU -sent
2/9
@brittany_71309 At the WKU men̓s bball game... Where
they have more coaches than players on the bench. #wku
-sent 2/9
@JBrownWKU Remember last time #WKU played ASU
in Diddle? T.J Price buzzer-beater to start the magical run
through MTSU, SBC Tourney & NCAA Tourney! -sent 2/9

Ideal candidate should be dependable, presentable, have an upbeat
personality and sales experience. Hourly plus commission.
Store hours are Monday through Friday 9am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm, Closed Sundays. If interested, please drop
off your resume at The Jewelry Barn located at 2910 Suite B
Scottsville Road , beside Logan's.

13 Deli cheese
21 Wild revelry
22 Went off the
high board
23 Taj Mahal city
24 Come across as
28 Competed in a 10K
29 Back in style
30 Altar vow
31 Pants seam problem
35 Not shut, in verse
36 Just out of the box
37 Comedian Margaret
38 "Sons and
Lovers" novelist
39 Florence's river
40 Crab grass, e.g.
41 Military force
42 Black-andwhite cookie

43 Middle East
language
44 1971 Nobel
Prize-winning
poet Pablo
45 Scooted
46 Brought to
maturity
47 Cardiac
surgery technique
48 Chews the fat
52 Spunkmeyer
of cookie fame
53 Get out of bed
54 Auto racer
Yarborough
55 Elephant's incisor
59 "The Da
Vinci Code"
author Brown
60 John's Yoko

Friday's Crossword Solution

DON'T FORGET

Valentine''s
Day
THIS THURSDAY!
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SGA provides vouchers for lost IDs
SARAH STUKENBORG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Students can receive half off of their
first purchase of a replacement student ID through the Student Government Association’s ID voucher program.
The program that began as an idea
generated by Cain Alvey, SGA administrative vice president, was put into
action midway through the 2012 fall
semester.
Alvey came to the idea through his
job as a resident assistant and believed the program would be convenient for students.
“I’m an RA in McCormack Hall, and
I realized how many people lose their

IDs,” Alvey said.
The bill passed last semester regarding the ID voucher program allocated
$800 for its creation. This pilot program will partially cover the cost of 80
ID cards, according to the bill.
Alvey said $20 for an ID replacement
can get a little expensive for typical
college students.
The SGA ID voucher program allows
students to pay $10 for their first replacement of an ID, which is a 50 percent discount.
In order to receive the voucher, all a
student has to do is visit the SGA office located in Cravens Library Rm. 13
and ask for one.
Alvey said SGA only covers the first
time a student loses their ID in order
to teach responsibility and be able to

provide for the widest range of students.
Students can take their vouchers to
the ID Center, where they will check
their system to ensure that the student has not lost their ID before, since
the vouchers are only available to students who have not previously lost
their ID card.
During the fall semester, 11 students
took advantage of the program.
“That was about what we were expecting,” Alvey said. “We were happy
with that.”
SGA plans to continue the program
through spring semester, then evaluate it at the end and decide whether or
not it should continue.
SGA President Cory Dodds said he
thinks the program is good to provide

for students at WKU.
“The ID voucher is an excellent service for students,” Dodds said. “WKU
IDs are a vital part of our student life,
and I'm proud that Cain Alvey took
the lead on this idea.”
Keyana Boka, executive vice president of SGA, said she thinks the ID
voucher program is unique because
not many other schools have it.
“It’s been pretty popular and successful this past semester,” Boka said.
“We’re hoping to continue it in the future.”
SGA also runs a similar program for
student transcripts. If a student uses
the transcript voucher program, they
can receive two transcripts per semester completely free. Otherwise, a
transcript is $7.

Diversity programs aim to help minority students succeed
QUICHE MATCHEN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Office of Diversity Programs is helping students of
color achieve success in college with programs like The
Come Up and Project Class.
The Come Up program was
started in the fall of 2008 by
Veleashia Smith, former Office of Diversity Programs
assistant director of student
development.
Louisville graduate student
Brandyn Bailey, graduate assistant of the Office of Diversity Programs, was in the initial The Come Up program.
Bailey said the program is
meant to help males of color
in areas such as academics,
career building, financial re-

sponsibility and etiquette.
The program is a 12-week
competition, and the candidate who has the most significant change will be the
recipient of a $1,000 scholarship.
The program is aimed at
students with rough backgrounds, struggling students
and primarily minorities.
Bailey said he learned organizational skills from the
program, and it was more
than just academics.
“We got to see how genuine the program really was
in holding us accountable as
young men and students,” he
said.
Bailey said the program
shines light on things students have heard about and
know about, but haven’t re-

ally practiced.
“If you’ve never had to
make a budget before and
when you get out of college,
you have make your first
budget,” he said. “We’d rather you do that now than having to do that on your own.”
He said he also administrates day-to-day activities
with the program along with
WKU faculty and staff, and
conducts interviews.
“In interviews, we gauge
how serious people would
take the program and if
people are just coming to
the program for the money
or have hidden agendas,” he
said. “At the same time, on
the other side of the stick, to
see if people are already too
aadvanced for the program.”
Bailey said the reason for

this is so they don’t get one
person who is way beyond
the others’ mental capabilities.
A program similar to The
Come Up is Project Class, the
female version of that program, which offers the same
scholarship.
Project Class is a six to 10
week program that aims to
help females of color. Project
Class and a Half is also offered, as a shorter version of
Project Class.
Andrea Garr-Barnes, Office
of Diversity Programs director, said this is the first year
for Project Class and a Half.
“This provides extra support, but provides a smaller
window of time,” she said.
Louisville junior Keira Martin, Office of Diversity Pro-

grams specialist, was in Project Class her freshman year.
“These programs help you
to be successful as a colored
person because it teaches
you things that maybe you
didn’t learn at home and
even if you do, you can never
hear things enough so you
can instill that in your values,” Martin said.
Martin said she hopes people get a change from the
program like she did.
“The growth in me is something I hope everyone can
get; I’m not perfect,” she
said. “It gives you balance of
what’s right and what’s wrong
and how to make it in college
personally. I hope people get
what the program is intended to give you, which is success in college.”
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Alumni plan magical wedding
after "Kissing Bridge" proposal
KRISTINA BURTON
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

When couples envision
their wedding proposals, they
always hope for the moment
to be magical.
For one WKU alumni couple, “magical” described
theirs all too perfectly.
On Dec. 10, 2012, at WKU’s
“Kissing Bridge,” Sean Emory
proposed to his girlfriend of
five years, Andrea Leachman,
in the form of a magic trick.
“I came up with the lamest
magic trick so she wouldn’t
think it was anything big,”
Emory said. “And it worked
because she had no idea.”
Emory, an illusionist, speaker and missionary, met Andrea at WKU while he was a
resident assistant in BarnesCampbell Hall. Andrea, who
was living in Bemis Lawrence
Hall at the time, said she
knew Emory was different
after three days of knowing
each other.
The couple just celebrated
five years together. They both
live in Nashville, where Andrea manages music artists.
When Emory was planning
his proposal last year, he said
he thought the area around
the “Kissing Bridge” was a
pretty spot with historical significance.
“I guess we broke tradition
by doing it underneath,” he
said about his decision to
propose on the path below
the bridge.
Emory included Andrea’s

younger sister, Allison Leachman, in the surprise. Allison
said Emory told her his plan
over Thanksgiving.
“I was super excited,” said
the 19-year-old WKU freshman from Bardstown. “I’d
been waiting for this forever.
I was glad he told me.”
On the day Emory proposed, Allison was eating
lunch with Andrea while he
was preparing on top of the
Hill.
“He called her while we
were eating and asked if she
could come up and film a
magic video,” Allison said.
Little did Andrea know, she
would be filming her own
proposal.
“If he had done anything super grand scale, I would have
known immediately,” Andrea
said. “I think he really wanted
that element of total surprise,
so he took something average
and made it awesome.”
Video of the proposal has
become a YouTube sensation, reaching over 700,000
views. The couple’s story has
been featured in several publications and even on Good
Morning America.
“We went to bed the day
after posting it on YouTube,
and the next morning it had
jumped from 200 to 2,000
views,” Andrea said. “Then, it
hit 10,000, and gradually kept
going up.”
Emory said he always wanted to do something big for the
proposal.
“I guess I ended up getting

Greenville senior Sean Emory, 24, recently proposed to alumna Andrea Leachman, 23, of Bardstown,
at the "Kissing Bridge" with leaves and dirt. Emory has been doing magic for seven years and has been
performing at events for five years. Emory does card, psychological and side show tricks. Leachman is
supportive of Emory’s magic. “I think that he’s an actual artist,” Leachman said. “He’s got a real artistic
and creative mind. He comes up with his own way of doing tricks.” PEYTON HOBSON/HERALD

what I asked for, because a lot
of people saw it,” Emory said.
Andrea said there was lots of
media attention towards the
couple the first week after the
video was uploaded.
“It was crazy and surreal,
but so much fun with everything coming in,” Andrea
said. “Definitely a once-in-alifetime thing.”
Emory said he spent time
in prayer about doing some-

thing amazing and making
history, or keeping it simple.
“With limited resources,
I chose to go the intimate,
personal route,” Emory said.
“The irony is that it totally
made history.”
The couple said wedding
planning is turning out to be
very interesting and fun, and
they’ve set the date on May 4
of this year.
Allison said she’s looking

forward to what the couple
has planned for the wedding.
“I don’t know what they’re
going to do, but they said
magic might be involved,”
Allison said. “Hopefully they
think of something really
awesome for the wedding to
top the proposal off.”
To see the magical proposal
and some of Emory’s other
magic tricks, search ‘Sean
Emory’ on YouTube.
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A winter

ABROAD

PHOTOS BY BRITTANY SOWACKE

KAELY HOLLOWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

With hopes to broaden their horizons,
learn another culture and research the
natural wildlife of the Amazon River area,
five students and two faculty went abroad
over winter term to Iquitos, Peru. There,
they not only studied and developed in
their coursework, but they also gained
personal experiences that left them wanting to return for more.
Jane Olmsted, professor and director of
the Women’s Studies Program; Kay Gandy,
professor in the School of Teacher Education; Christian Ryan-Downing, Sustainability coordinator; Nate Phelps, Honors
professor; Brittany Sowacke, Daniel Guy
and Chad Green all came together to complete a course designed to fit the educational needs and interests of the group.
Three courses were compiled for this
14-day trip: a doctoral leadership study, a
graduate study course and a gender and
women’s study. The students attending
took each of their courses and completed
research for their separate projects.
Green, the graduate student, focused his
research on a more environmental issue.
His topic concerned oil investments and
exploration in the area and how it harms
the environment and culture of Iquitos
and surrounding communities.
“The Amazon in general is filled with immense amounts of oil reserves and natural
resources. I wanted to find out how that
was effecting the people that live there
now, and in the future, environmentally
and socially,” Green said. “I interviewed
people who worked for those companies,
a professor of ecology from the main university in Iquitos who works with clean-up
efforts and talked to representatives of the
president of an indigenous organization.
There’s not much representation for these
people in the government.”
Green said the trip benefitted him by allowing him a first chance to do a hands-on
research project and wants to go back for a
service project.
Olmsted said the students’ projects varied.
“Their research projects are very different and reflect whatever it is they’re working on,” Olmsted said.
Olmsted had been to Iquitos twice before
venturing with this group of students. The
first time, she traveled with honors professors for a national honors faculty institute. The second, she began setting up this
course to take students along.
“I love this place, and I loved it the first
time I went,” Olmsted said. “I don’t have
any desires to take students anywhere but
this place. I loved the place, I loved the people and I just felt a real affinity to go back.”

Olmsted’s curiosity is what originally
drew her there, and it’s what draws others
in as well. The Amazon, according to her, is
something that looms largely in the collective imaginations of many.
Olmsted and Gandy had the students
map out the areas they were in, whether
it was Iquitos or other small communities
they visited along the Amazon. They were
divided into groups and were sent to learn
patterns and the culture which they were
to bring back to share.
They also had first impression journals,
where students would document their first
impressions and, following experiences in
places, would read aloud to the group.
Gandy has also been abroad many times,
visiting countries from Chile to China. She
works to help develop international experiences for students and faculty.
“You can learn so much from the people
and the culture, food and language,” Gandy said.
Gandy recalls one person in particular
the group encountered on their trip. While
in communities along the Amazon, they
met an Ursuline nun that the locals called
“Sister Mary of Snows.” She had moved to
that location from Canada 42 years ago.
“We spent quite a bit of time talking to her
about the people and what she thought of
this place, and she said she wouldn’t go
anywhere else, she was so in love with the
country and the people,” she said.
Meetings are beginning in the coming
weeks to cement this course for another
winter term. The new course will hopefully
include a service-learning project. Not
enough students participated for a successful service project for this trip.
Meetings will also be held to see if this
could become a bi-term course.
WKU also sent other students overseas in
other faculty-led study abroad programs
this past winter term. Students and faculty
traveled and studied in Mexico, Kenya, Yucatan, France, Ecuador, Cuba, Costa Rica
and Belize, along with the group in Peru.
Jerry Barnaby, director of the Study Away
program, said 114 students selected and
participated in these study abroad courses
for credit, and a number of them also participated without earning credit.
“(Studying abroad) provides an opportunity to take what you learn on campus
and look at it from a different perspective,”
Barnaby said. “Suddenly, you’re in a different place and learning to develop skills beyond that, learning how to deal with things
that aren’t familiar. You’re not on your own
turf, and there are different ways of doing
things and different languages."
Barnaby encourages all to study abroad,
but also said that those interested should
plan ahead early enough to work out being
able to attend. Abroad courses considered

should also ideally fit with academic plans.
“It’s helpful beyond the classroom and
compliments what you learn on campus.
It’s a great opportunity to see things from
a different way,” he said. “It’s not about a
vacation or tour; it’s a class you’re taking
on in a different location. It can be rigorous based on their guidelines. It can be demanding, but it’s also very enriching.”
Next year’s winter abroad programs are
already being planned out.
“If I were to have my wish, every student would be required to study abroad,”
Gandy said. “There’s such a wide world out
there.”

President of Project Amazonas, a non-profit that “serves the people of the Amazon and [works
to] conserve the rainforest,” Devon Graham, measures “Lucy,” the first female of a previously undocumented species of tree, a Retrophyllum, with Nathan Phelps. “Lucy” has not officially been
categorized as a new species because Graham’s partner, botanist Rodolfo Vasquez, has been unable to fully describe the tree as is required in a scientific paper to be peer-reviewed.

Yelba, right, and Amoudi Gabriel, left, siblings in Yanashi, Peru, dry rice in the sun for their family. Their father has a rice field down river, and the rice must be dried in the sun for two to three days
after picking to ensure it does not rot or sprout.

Children in Santo Tomas, Peru, play tag in the evening sun while their fathers play soccer. Women and children take advantage of the free time to
socialize and sell small food items to the men. In close-knit towns like this, everyone stands on equal ground and even “Termiante Goberna,” or
Town President, Antonia Garcia del Aguria, was on a team.

Before clearing more than an acre of land for the town of Comandancia to utilize as farm land for the small school, Manuel Basquelz
poses for a photo. With a total population of about 200, the members of the town expect at least one member from each household
to partake in community events because they benefit everyone.

Dena, 9, gives her little brother Zen a drink of water in Santo Tomas, Peru. Each morning,
their parents — along with the rest of the village’s older members — go to their fields to
work. The oldest children are expected to take care of the younger ones, but Dena said
she likes watching after her brother.

Shauna Stoeger, a student from Florida Gulf Coast University, who accompanied the WKU trip as a translator, unloads toys for children in the small village
of Comandancia, in the jungle state of Loreto, Peru. Stoeger had come to the same region last year and looked forward to seeing familiar faces.

PAGE

10

FEBRUARY 12, 2013 • COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD • WKUHERALD.COM

Roundabout proposed for busy intersection
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514 Regents Ave
(behind gary ransdell hall)
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facebook.com/WKUFloralShop

lvd

Loving Way
ad
Ro

Parking and Transportation at
WKU, has been involved with
many of the meetings concerning the roundabout.
Tougas said traffic disruption
to campus will be minimal, as
the majority of construction

will take place over the summer.
“I think it will help campus
traffic,” Tougas said. “I think
there will be a learning curve
associated with it, but once
people get the hang of it, it will
be good.”

‘Side Effects’ is intriguing,
but doesn't hit the spot
RYAN PAIT

RY!

yB

Proposed
spot

“Side Effects” has all the elements of a
Hitchcock thriller: mysterious circumstances, shadowy opponents, and most
Think of “Side Effects” as director Ste- of all, shock factor. Certain parts of the
ven Soderbergh’s smudgy love letter to movie are truly good.
Alfred Hitchcock.
But there’s something off in the exStarting with an opening pan and ecution, or perhaps the screenplay. The
zoom that is extremely reminiscent inevitable twist ends up being more farof Hitchcock’s opening shot of the pe- fetched than genuinely shocking.
rennially scary “Psycho,” Soderbergh’s
Composer Thomas Newman’s plucknewest film is desperate to emulate ing, panicky score (one of the best parts
some of Hitchcock’s elusive cinematic of the movie) tells us that something
magic.
terrible is lurking just around
The film follows Emily
the corner, but the movie is
(Rooney Mara, “The Girl with
never able to live up to that
the Dragon Tattoo”), a depromise.
pressed woman whose husThe combined strengths
band Martin (Channing Taof the film’s leads help keep
tum, “21 Jump Street”) was
things interesting even when
just released from prison after
the plot isn’t.
being incarcerated for insider
Mara is nervy and fidgety
trading.
as Emily, with something
The yuppie couple has
potentially ugly boiling untrouble reconnecting. Emily
RYAN PAIT
derneath. Mara is good at
is distant, even weird. She’s so
Columnist
playing crazy (see her Oscarremoved, in fact, that she rams
nominated performance in
her car into the wall of a park“The Girl with the Dragon
ing garage (ironically emblaTattoo”), and here she excels at pulling
zoned with the word “exit”) in a suicide a new set of histrionics instead of just
attempt.
reusing old tricks.
She begins seeing psychiatrist JonaLaw is the opposite of Mara as Dr.
than Banks (Jude Law, “The Talented Banks, keeping his cool until he literally
Mr. Ripley”), who prescribes her a can’t anymore. Like Emily, there may
number of different anti-depressants, be something darker to him. Law is a
hoping to “fix” Emily.
thinker of an actor, and it works in his
He also contacts Emily’s previous favor in “Side Effects.”
psychiatrist, Victoria (Catherine ZetaTatum and Zeta-Jones are mostly
Jones, “Chicago”), who recommends wasted here: Tatum isn’t in the film
that Emily be put on a new miracle enough to make much of an impresdrug called Ablixa.
sion, but he’s fine when he’s on screen.
From there, the pieces are all in moZeta-Jones’s role, on the other hand,
tion, and Soderbergh’s film plays out as is more than a touch ridiculous. With
a twisty and weird game of chess.
her thick-framed glasses and over-theAnd just like chess, there are times top mannerisms, her character ends up
when it’s unclear why people are do- being nothing more than a tired archeing what they are doing. Why does Dr. type. She deserves better than this.
Banks keep contacting Victoria? Why
While it may not be able to live up
does Emily keep trying to contact Vic- to the promise of its exciting premise,
toria? Why doesn’t everything add up?
“Side Effects” is a serviceable enough
The titular “Side Effects” come into thriller with some intriguing ideas lying
play: Emily’s medication causes her to underneath it.
do something horrible — “Psycho” horThe film was once called “The Bitter
rible.
Pill.” I think I like that title better.
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM
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Highway 31 from Chestnut
Street will be eliminated with
the creation of the roundabout. Drivers will instead be
forced to turn right and drive
through the circle to head
north up the highway.
“This will hopefully reduce
the number of crashes at that
location,” Jaggers said.
Bryan Russell, director of
Planning, Design and Construction, said WKU isn’t handling the construction of the
project but will obviously be
affected by it due to it’s close
proximity to campus.
“We’re not against them putting in a roundabout,” Russell
said. “They’ve been studying
that intersection for a very
long time.”
The project began to come
together about four years ago,
Jaggers said.
Jennifer Tougas, director of

sh
vil

A familiar intersection near
campus may be getting an
overhaul next year in the form
of a roundabout.
A roundabout would change
the intersection of University
Boulevard, US 31W Bypass
and Loving Way from a standard stoplight intersection to a
circular intersection featuring
almost continuously flowing
traffic.
The project is expected to begin during the spring of 2014
and continue into the fall.
A public meeting will be held
at the Carroll Knicely Conference Center on Feb. 21 from
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. for discussion
about the proposed change.
The project is estimated to
cost around $2.9 million.
Keirsten Jaggers, public in-

formation officer for the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
District 3, said though she
wouldn’t describe the current
intersection as a problem area,
it is incredibly busy. A roundabout, Jaggers said, is the best
option for improving the intersection.
“It will just keep traffic flowing at a steady pace,” Jaggers
said.
Jaggers said a roundabout
reduces the “conflict points”
or possible collision scenarios from 32 to eight. Reduced
speed through the roundabout will also help reduce the
number of high-injury or fatal
collisions.
“You’re still going to have
crashes, but they are going to
be a lower speed,” Jaggers said.
“You just can’t drive through
this thing super fast.”
The ability to turn left on

Na

CAMERON KOCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
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Poppin' bottles on Valentine's Day
ALLISON GOODAN
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

If you haven’t noticed the red, pink
and white in every store, Valentine’s
Day is back— coming up this Thursday
for those of you who usually forget. It is
obvious every year that this day plays a
part in a love/hate relationship.
Some get excited to be lavished,
and lavish others, while a few have
an extreme distaste for the associated
chalky, artificial heart-shaped candy.
No matter which side of the fence you
are on, this Thursday could be a day for
you to appreciate the people who are
sometimes taken for granted — along
with a taste that is not so chalky…
Although Valentine’s Day is a hugely
marketed holiday for U.S. candy and
card businesses, there is a reason it
sticks around every year.
Admittedly, we are all guilty of putting
ourselves before the ones who matter,
simply because life can get crazy. We
don’t treat our fiancés, parents, significant others and siblings with the love
they truly deserve every day of the year.
So whether you will be with friends,

yourself or a loved one this Thursday dessert and bring your date home to
chocolate, cheesecake, cherries or
night, you should take time to apstrawberries, along with two Champreciate the small things.
pagne flutes and a chilled bottle of
Small things = Champagne
agne
Champagne.
You can even buy
Cham
bubbles. Clear the clutter
utter
an inexpensive
Champagne
in
of your apartment, dim the
holder
to fill with ice and
h
lights and light some can-keep the Champagne
dles. You can feel speciall
cold while on the table.
all on your own as you
u
But, there are so many
pop the cork off a cold
d
types
of Champagne —
ty
bottle of Champagne.
which
wh one to try?
Make sure you have
Well, true Chaman actual Champagne
flute as it will feel more
pagne
pag runs about $40 and up.
authentic than drinking it
This
Thi is because it goes through
from a red SOLO cup. Relax
a time
tim consuming process that
as you sip the celebratory
atory
makes
mak it more expensive, and
beverage, and look at your
has to come from the actual
glass as half full. In the case
wine
win region of Champagne in
that you will be in a dorm
m or
France.
Fra
are under 21 years old, get
If you have not saved
some sparkling apple juice
uice
up to afford this, don’t fret,
there
the are other options.
and just pretend.
Some domestic chamIf you won’t be alone
on Valentine’s Day,
DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD pagne goes through
the same bottling proChampagne goes
cess as true Chamgreat with anything
sweet, so save it for dessert. If you plan pagne and runs from $20 to $40 a
bottle. Then you have the cheapest
to eat out, it would be special to skip

Champagne, which has carbon dioxide
injected to cause the bubbles. These
run anywhere from $5 to $15. This is
the majority of what you will see in liquor stores.
True Champagnes are not sweet, but
dry. Brut Champagne is truest to the
taste. If you want something that isn’t
quite as dry, go for a Prosecco. It is very
drinkable and will still pair with a sweet
dessert.
However, if you want a sweet Champagne, go for an Asti or something labeled ‘sweet cuvee’ or ‘sweet rose’ (a
rose will be pink). But remember, sweet
Champagnes will not pair well with
sweet foods, so they are better drank
on their own or after dessert.
So tonight or tomorrow, make sure
to get yourself a nice bottle and chill in
the fridge — not the freezer, you don’t
want it to explode. Don’t forget the
glasses, or any food you would like to
go with it. For the Valentine’s Day haters
out there, you aren’t buying any of the
marketed Valentine’s stuff, so why not?
Treat yourself, a friend or the one you
love and make them feel cherished.
Cheers!

CHIC CHICKS

How to detox your closet for spring
MONTA REINFELDE
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

I recently moved into a new
place, and one thing I really
like about it is a huge, spacious, open closet. I don’t own
that many clothes to fill it up,
but it gives me a great look on
things I have and inspiring
ideas on what I should own.
A lot of fashion and lifestyle
magazines are full of articles
about spring body and skin
detox — how to eliminate toxins in our body, how to refresh
skin and what products to use
for healthy and shiny hair. I
believe in taking it a little bit
further. Besides yourself, your
closet deserves a fresh start for
the upcoming season too.

So, start with removing all
The fourth one is for warm
your belongings out of the weather clothes, the fifth pile
closet. Clean the dust
with socks as well as
from shelves and
underwear, and the
drawers. Then, one
last pile is for clothby one, start going
ing that you haven’t
through your clothworn for a while, and
ing.
it should really go to
At the end of the
the trash or Goodprocess, you should
will. I truly believe
have a lot of neat piles
that by getting rid of
of clothing lying on
some old stuff, we
your bed: One with
are giving a space for
dirty laundry that
something new to
MONTA
has to be washed, the
come into our lives.
REINFELDE
second one with winIn this case, let the
Columnist
ter gear that will be
new things be fancy
removed from sight
clothing
hangers,
until the next winter. Then large, colorful storage boxes
the third pile should consist and a new shirt never hurts
of clothes that are worn now, too.
transitioning the seasons.
Use your new hangers to

hang clothes that shouldn’t
get wrinkly, store your winter
gear in the cool boxes and put
everything else away, neatly
folded in your clean drawers.
I bet you feel a lot better already, but the best part is just
ahead. You might experience a
little shock seeing how empty
your closet might look now. It’s
been almost a year since you
bought the last new summer
dress and a skirt. So it’s time
for a list!
Sit down and write down
what clothing you are definitely getting for the spring. Then
make notes on what you wish
you could buy.
Even though you might not
have the money to go straight
to the store, don’t worry. The

season is not here yet, and the
Kentucky weather is so obnoxious —changing every day. So,
you can postpone your trip to
the mall for a couple of weeks
and I really think you should
do it, because the newest collections are not here yet.
There are some glimpses of
spring fashions here and there,
but if you rush into things,
there is a great chance you will
regret it later when the actual
good stuff arrives.
These preparations are important. There is too much
stress related to school and
personal life to worry about
what to wear. And it takes so
little to be on the top of the
things in this area.

NEWS BRIEF: WKU LAUNCHES NEW
VERSION OF WEBSITE ON MONDAY
WKU’s website now
has a version that is specifically geared toward
making it easier to view
the site on a phone.
The new mobile version of WKU’s website
was launched Monday.
Corie Martin, creative
web services manager
for WKU’s Division of
Public Affairs, said the
new mobile site will create a more user-friendly
way for people to visit
the website through
their smartphones.
“We haven’t taken the
entire site mobile, but
we have used data on
our existing wku.edu
website to let us know
what people are accessing most frequently, so
that we can enable just
an easier way for people
to get to those pages,”
Martin said.
Martin said it can be

frustrating when navigating the normal website on a phone because
of constantly having to
scroll down and zoom
in.
There will likely be
more changes in the
mobile site in the future.
Martin said websites are
never really finished.
“The beauty of a
website is that we can
constantly change it
and that we can make
changes based on the
demands of our users…” she said.
Martin said it’s important to acknowledge the
needs of the people who
will be using the site.
“We certainly listen to
students and we listen
to parents and prospective students and when
they ask us for certain
things, we do our best
to accommodate their

needs,” she said.
Martin also said they
access data to determine what is most popular on the website and
make sure to include
that in the mobile version of the site.
Plans for the mobile
version have been in the
works for awhile now.
“We’ve been planning
this since we launched
our new website about
two years ago,” Martin
said. “We knew that a
mobile version would
be coming, it’s just it
takes time to flesh out
websites and decide
what links are going to
go where and to analyze the data to decide
which pages will take
precedence over others.”
-—Taylor Harrison

WKUHERALD.com
Spring 2013 Tuition and Fee Payment Reminder
Due date for Payment of Tuition and Fees for the Spring 2013 semester is:

February 19, 2013
For additional information, please refer to:

www.wku.edu/bursar/

Failure to submit payment may
result in cancellation of classes.
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Standout performer from WKU gets TV time
TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Ruby Lewis, a Shelbyville alum of 2007, has toured the country
with three musicals, had a lead role in a film and guest starred on
"Desperate Housewives". SUBMITTED BY RUBY LEWIS

One of WKU’s theater department graduates is getting
her name out there, in television, film and theater.
Shelbyville alumna Ruby
Lewis started her career at
WKU performing in plays and
musicals, and has since toured
the country with three different musicals, guest starred on
television shows like “Desperate Housewives” and “Hart of
Dixie” and had a lead role in a
film.
She credits her final show at
WKU, “Ragtime,” as well as the
alumni who encouraged her,
with giving her the courage to
give acting her all.
“I just really felt like that
show gave me the big push I
needed to say, okay, I’m going
to do it; I’m going to move and
try to make it happen,” Lewis
said.
Lewis said she loves acting
and singing as well, because it
makes her feel fulfilled, challenged and creative.
“Just every aspect of it, I just
love,” Lewis said. “I’ve always
loved it since I was a child and
you know, putting on shows
in the tree house and stuff. I
think I’m just meant to do it.”
As far as theater, Lewis has
gone on national tours with
“Gypsy,” “Grease” and “Jersey
Boys.” Though she now lives
in Los Angeles, she originally
wanted to focus on Broadway.

Now, Lewis likes living in LA
and said it gives her opportunities for employment. Her
dream is to be bi-coastal, doing film, TV and theater.
Lewis is currently in the rehearsal stage for “9 to 5,” which
she will be performing in LA.
While she was still at WKU,
Lewis got her first lead performance in a film, “Another
Perfect Stranger,” in which she
was on screen for most of the
film with one other actor.
“While I was still at Western
in 2006 — so the year before I
graduated — I auditioned for a
film. They were looking for the
lead girl and the writer/director was from my hometown
so he knew about me,” Lewis
said.
She said it was difficult
memorizing that much material, and she worked on the
film for about 10 days.
Lewis just wrapped filming
for “Pass the Light,” her most
recent film, in which she has a
supporting role.
“I’m good friends with the
writer/producer, so that’s how
I was able to get in for that,”
she said. “I play a news reporter and I just kind of pop in and
out of the story.”
Lewis also recently wrapped
filming a guest spot for an upcoming show on Showtime,
premiering in September,
called “Masters of Sex,” starring Michael Sheen and Lizzy
Caplan.
She said it was great getting

to meet the stars of the show,
and she hopes the guest spot
could turn into something
more.
Lewis has also worked with
Vanessa Williams and Felicity Huffman while filming
two episodes of “Desperate Housewives” and David
Spade while filming “Rules of
Engagement,” which she said
made her really nervous.
“I have always loved David
Spade and I always thought he
was super cute in a weird sort
of way,” she said.
Her “Rules of Engagement”
episode has yet to air.
David Young, head of the
theater department at WKU,
said he is not surprised at all
that Lewis is doing well.
He said she was a great student at WKU, and he directed
her in multiple shows.
“It’s gratifying to see somebody succeeding who’s (a) really nice person who deserves
that success and...they don’t
let it go to their head,” he said.
Shura Pollatsek, associate
professor of Costume Design
and Technology, said Lewis
was one of WKU’s top performers.
“She certainly stood out
among the people that were
in school with her at the same
time, but the level she was at…
there would be years where we
would have nobody in school
at the level that she was,” she
said. “She stood out not only at
the time, but in a larger sense.”

THE REMOTE

Hope remains for 'Community'
despite scheduling troubles
RYAN PAIT

dismally low ratings, NBC fired the competition and leave Jeff to
the show’s creator and executive fend for himself.
producer, Dan Harmon. Harmon
Abed (Danny Pudi), stressed by
was the guiding spirit behind the Jeff’s plan to graduate, begins halOn Thursday, Feb. 7, it was finally show’s lovably quirky and twisted lucinating the gang’s situation as a
Oct. 19 again.
multi-camera, laugh-track sitcom,
voice.
After months of behind-theHarmon’s show-runner role was a la “The Big Bang Theory,” which
scenes drama, NBC’s cult favorite filled by writers David Guarascio “Community” competes directly
comedy “Community” finally re- and Moses Port, and fans
against on Thursday
turned to television.
nights.
worried that the show
For those unfamiliar with the would suffer creatively
It’s this wonderful
show’s situation, which is prob- from this change in dysense of self-awareness
ably most of you, let me fill you in. namics when it returned
that makes “Commu“Community” has struggled in on Oct. 19.
nity” special, and that’s
the ratings: its viewership drops
why it succeeds: rather
Further worry was crein numbers every season, even as ated when NBC pushed
than trying to appeal to
the show gets better and better. the show’s premiere from
the masses like the anWhile “Community” tried too hard October to Feb. 7. There
noyingly broad “Big Bang
to be a standard sitcom during its was some outcry over
Theory,” “Community”
first season, it eventually found its the push, and even the
RYAN PAIT
knows its place in the
footing and became full-on weird. show’s cast made light of
COLUMNIST
world of television.
I see “Community” as the love the scheduling shove the
Was this one of the best
child of “Arrested Development” show received.
episodes of the show?
and “30 Rock,” two other shows
No. The “Hunger Games” bit
Now that the show has (finally)
that also struggled with ratings but returned, however, some of that felt a little flat, perhaps because
shined with originality. By daring worry can be allayed.
it should have aired four months
to be nothing other than its weird
“Community” is still enjoyable, ago. Some parts of the show, espeself, “Community” garnered a cult even without the mind of Dan cially the writing for Britta (Gillian
following and critical acclaim.
Jacobs) and Pierce (Chevy Chase)
Harmon behind it.
After its third season finished to
The fourth season premiere saw felt a little soft, especially comthe
show’s pared to the razor-sharp wordstudy group smithery of the show’s previous
A TASTE OF EUROPE
c o m p e t i n g seasons.
EST. 1999
But the show’s willingness to
in a “Hunger
GREEK FOOD
G a m e s” - i n - parody itself with “The Big Bang
spired com- Theory” riff and Abed’s truly weird
petition to get “Greendale Babies” animated prointo the deli- gram more than made up for it.
ciously-titled
The strength of the show’s immiDomestic
Beer
off
class
called nently lovable and wacky cast of
$1.50 with meal
Lunch (11AM - 4PM)
“History of Ice characters also never fails to make
Limited Time Only!
Cream.”
me laugh, and the show still crack(only for Dinner)
Once
the les with its delightfully dark and
gang realizes pointed one-liners.
Daily Specials
that Jeff (Joel
So, do I still have hope for “Comoff Dinner
-Dollmados
-Moussaka
McHale) in- munity,” in spite of all the behind-Salads
-Gyros Plate
tends on grad- the-scenes shuffling? Of course I
with Student ID
-Spinakopita -Sandwiches
uating early, do.
they decide to
You don’t give up on the things
(270) 846-1195
abstain from you love.
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM
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15%
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TRACK AND FIELD

WKU sets 11 personal records in weekend meets
JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Both WKU men’s and women’s track
and field squads added to their trail of
success this season over the weekend,
coming away from SPIRE Division I
Indoor Invitational in Geneva, OH.,
with multiple personal records set and
a successful defense of the 800-meter
gold by David Mokone.
Mokone, a junior, has now snagged
the 800-meter crown at the SPIRE Invitational two years in a row. He set both
WKU and SPIRE Invitational records in
2012 with a time of 1:48.61, and Saturday he clocked a time of 1:50.02 in the
win.
Coach Erik Jenkins said Mokone’s
growth has been a pleasure to watch.

“David Mokone is in better shape
than last season, he’s smarter, his race
strategy is a whole lot more efficient, he
is able to move in traffic better,” Jenkins
said. “I am very happy with David’s progression.”
Senior thrower Houston Croney
achieved a personal record in the
weight throw on his way to an 11thplace finish with a heave of 61-feet11-inches. Sophomore Travis Gerding set a personal record in the weight
throw as well.
Junior Marcus Winstead placed the
highest of any Topper in a sprinting
event, running to a 10th-place finish in
the 400-meter dash with time of 47.42
seconds. The mark was a career-best
for Winstead and the fourth-fastest
time in the Sun Belt Conference this

SPORTS BRIEF: HEARD
STRESSES IMPORTANCE
OF PERSEVERANCE

If the regular season were to end now, the Lady
Toppers would be sitting pretty in the Sun Belt
Conference Tournament.
While there is a long way to go in the regular
season, WKU (17-6, 10-4 SBC) is currently occupying the No. 3 seed in the upcoming tourney,
which would give the Lady Toppers a first-round
bye and the opportunity to play the winner of a
matchup between Florida Atlantic (11-12 overall,
8-7 Sun Belt) and Louisiana-Lafayette (7-16 overall, 1-13 SBC).
These projected seatings are just that, though
—projected. Last week’s upset win by Troy over
current No. 1 seed Middle Tennessee State (13-2
SBC) proved that anything is possible in the weeks
remaining until the conference tournament in
Hot Springs, Ark., which begins on March 8.
The Lady Toppers travel to Florida this week to
take on a potential first opponent in the postseason in Florida Atlantic on Wednesday, followed
by a Saturday afternoon game against Florida International.
Coach Michelle Clark-Heard says they will take
this road week to improve on what they need to
do to get ready for the postseason.
“Especially with the young team we have, you
don’t want to get to where you’re talking about
seedings and what could be this and that.” Heard
said. “One game at a time, one day at a time.”
She says the weeklong trip will be a good opportunity for the team to bond and enjoy the warm
weather, but they shouldn’t have too much fun in
the Sunshine State.
“This is a business trip,” she said.
—Laura Beranek

season.
Junior Elvyonn Bailey, a transfer from
Arkansas Baptist College, kept up his
impressive start to his Topper career,
finishing 12th place in both the 200 and
400-meter dashes. His 200-meter time
was a season-best 22.18 seconds.
At Bailey’s heels was freshman
Ja’Karyus Redwine with a personal best
22.32-second finish —good for 18th
place. Redwine also competed in the
400-meter dash, placing 14th.
The Toppers 4X400-meter relay team,
consisting of Bailey, Redwine, Winstead and junior Chris Chamness, recorded the second-fastest time in the
Sun Belt this season with a 3:13.12 clip.
The quartet finished eighth among 21
competitors.
Junior Satrina Oliveira beat her own

personal record in the weight throw
by nearly four feet with a heave of 54feet-7 ¼-inches, good enough for 17th
place.
Senior Sharika Smith had yet another
attention-grabbing weekend, posting a
pair of top-10 finishes in the long and
triple jump events. She placed fourth in
the triple jump with a leap of 40-feet5-inches and sixth in the long jump
with a mark of 19-feet-2-inches.
WKU will head to West Lafayette, Ind.,
next weekend for the Boilermaker Invitational in their final tune-up before
the Sun Belt Conference Indoor Track
and Field Championships on Feb. 23.
“We had a solid meet in general at the
SPIRE Invitational,” Jenkins said. “We
had a good meet and we hope to have
an even better week in two weeks.”

Stand up and cheer

WKU cheerleaders lead on the crowd during a break at the men’s basketball game against Arkansas State
in Diddle Arena on Saturday. KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Toppers taking tropical trip this weekend
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Toppers will head south
this week with hopes that their
basketball future is as bright as
the Florida sun.
WKU (13-12, 7-7 Sun Belt
Conference) will face Florida
Atlantic Thursday at 6 p.m.
and Florida International Saturday at 6:30 p.m.
The games against FAU (1115, 6-9 SBC) and FIU (13-11,
8-7 SBC) represent an important stretch for WKU.
With the sixth-best record in
the Sun Belt, a couple of wins
could help vault WKU into a
top-five seed coming into the

Sun Belt Conference Tournament in March. The schools
with the top-five seeds get a
first-round bye in the tourney.
The impact of the games
goes beyond seeding, though.
Coming off of Saturday’s big
loss at home to Arkansas State,
the Toppers are looking to pick
up some momentum in Florida to last them through their
final six regular season games.
Sophomore guard T.J. Price
said the team is looking to offset that loss with winning performances this weekend.
“This will be a big week for
us to get both of those games
on the road — especially with
them being on the road,” he

said. “When we get those out,
I feel like we’ll have a lot of momentum going then.”
Price filled up the stat sheet
Saturday against ASU, leading
WKU in points (21), rebounds
(seven) and assists (four).
His seven field goals made
up for almost half of WKU’s
offense — the Toppers hit just
16-of-50 shots, shooting 32
percent for the game.
Coach Ray Harper said poor
shooting was the key in the
loss.
“I thought we missed a lot
of easy baskets,” he said. “I’m
talking in the paint and threepointers with no one guarding
us. At this level, if you’re going

Southern Tide,
a perfect gift
for Valentine’s
Day.
Found Exclusively at
436 E Main Ave Bowling Green
(270) 842-6371

Located downtown on
Foutain Square only 5 blocks
from campus

to be a good basketball team,
you’re going to miss some, but
you’ve got to make more than
you miss.”
FAU has a guy who can make
almost any shot on the court in
senior guard Greg Gantt.
Gantt averages 21 points per
game, best in the Sun Belt and
good for No. 8 in the NCAA. He
dropped 22 on the Toppers in
FAU’s 65-62 loss on Jan. 12.
WKU will face another strong
scorer Saturday against FIU junior forward Tymell Murphy.
Murphy, averaging 15.5
points per game, is the most
efficient scorer in the league.
His field goal percentage of
.601 leads the Sun Belt by a

wide margin.
If Harper follows through on
what he said after Saturday’s
loss to ASU, FAU will face a different lineup than the one that
took the court against the Red
Wolves.
The coach said Saturday
that he expects to make some
depth chart changes before
the FAU game.
“We’re going to shake it up,”
Harper said. “The starting
lineup will be different when
we play Thursday night. Who
it will be, I have no idea — it’ll
be based on who practices well
Monday through Wednesday,
but there will be some changes
when we play next game.”
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Toppers take a step back at home

WKU just can’t master a formula for winning.
Thursday’s road win at North
Texas set the stage for the team
to rip off its first three-game
winning streak since the Toppers won six in a row during a
stretch in November and December.
On Saturday, the Toppers
looked more like the team that
recently lost six of seven. WKU
(13-12, 7-7 Sun Belt Conference) never led in a 67-49 loss
to Arkansas State in front of a
season-high 5,862 fans at Diddle Arena.
Coach Ray Harper didn’t
mince words when he talked
about the game.
“I told the kids, ‘we took a
step back tonight,’” he said after the game. “No question.”
It wasn’t the fact WKU lost
the game that is most troubling — while it hurts their attempt to secure a first-round
bye in the upcoming Sun Belt
Conference Tournament, the
Toppers, with the sixth-best
record in the conference, can
compete for one of five byes.
It was the way they lost that
speaks about the state of the
team.
The Red Wolves had WKU

beat in nearly every statistical
category — they fouled less,
turned the ball over less, had
four more assists and pulled
in 10 more rebounds than the
Toppers.
Harper said they even dominated in areas that don’t show
up in the statistics.
“I just thought they whipped
us in every facet of the game,”
he said. “They were tougher
than us, we couldn’t get any
second or third opportunities,
and we did not get a lot of good
looks on the first opportunity.”
Sophomore guard T.J. Price
was about the only offensive
piece WKU had working Saturday. He finished with 21
points, seven rebounds and
four assists — all team-highs
for the game.
He said with the Toppers finally getting healthier — the
lineup has been overhauled
several times this year due to
injuries — their experience
should help the team get it together soon.
“It’s a big loss, but at the same
time it’s not going to hurt us
as bad team-wise and experience-wise because we know
we’re not at our best,” Price
said. “We know we have much
more of a way to go, and we’ve
got to get it together for these
last games and when it comes

FLORIDA

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
maintain and do the things we need to,
to be successful,” Heard said. “And we’ll
go about this the same way.”
Last year, WKU was just 1-13 on the
road.
The eight wins so far on the road
marks just the 14th time in school history the team has won eight games or
more on the road in a single season.
FAU presents a challenge to the Lady
Toppers’ ability to guard the perimeter.

DIDDLE

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

UPCOMING EVENTS

ask questions all the time, and
it makes me feel good that they
kind of look at me as their role
model.”
Lady Topper coach Michelle
Clark-Heard said her team
benefitted from meeting some

to tournament time.”
On seven-of-16 shooting,
Price was the only player on
the court for WKU to hit more
than three shots, and his 43.7
shooting percentage was the
highest on the team.
Shot selection, Harper said,
was a big reason why the Toppers fell.

“I thought we settled — we
were back to not making the
next play,” he said. “We settled
for an OK shot rather than
making that next play and getting a great shot.”
The Red Wolves have played
WKU tough in both meetings
this season, winning the two
games by a combined total of

WKU is giving up 4.7 three-pointers a
When that happens, shooters in the
game, while FAU averages six a game.
corner are left open for three-point
For the Lady
shots — stopping
Toppers,
stopthat from hapwe're going to have to
ping dribble penpening is coach
guard individuals and
etration is their
Heard’s main conNo. 1 way to cut make sure that we know cern.
down on Florida where everybody is on the “We’re
going
Atlantic’s threeto have to guard
floor at all times.
point shooting.
individuals and
Once a player
— Michelle Clark Heard make sure that we
dribbles past her
know where evWomen’s Basketball Coach
defender and aterybody is on the
tacks the paint, the defense is forced to floor at all times,” Heard said. “So we
sag in and help under the basket.
won’t get caught up in sinking in on de-

“

former hardwood legends of
the school.
She said the former players
were able to talk to some current Lady Toppers after the ceremony before the second half
of the game started.
“That means a lot because
they set the foundation for this
program and where we’re at,”
Heard said. “I take my hat off

to those 10 young ladies and 10
women who had the opportunity to be honored tonight.”
WKU has had a formidable
50 years inside Diddle Arena,
which hosted its first game
Dec. 7, 1963.
The Toppers have put together a 532-149 record in the 50
years since. The Lady Toppers,
who have played in the arena

32 points.
Harper said the Toppers will
try to make up for the loss on
the practice floor before their
next game, Thursday at Florida
Atlantic.
“Can’t get it back, so we’ll
go back to work Monday and
hopefully try to get better,” he
said.

fense and leaving shooters wide open
on the perimeter.”
FIU presents a different challenge for
the Lady Toppers and that challenge’s
name is Jerica Coley.
Coley leads the nation in scoring at
25.5 points per game. She’s a 5-foot-8inch guard with a versatile offensive
game, and the ability to get to the basket or shoot from beyond the threepoint arc.
Heard says that the Lady Toppers will
need to rotate different people on her
and try to limit her touches as much as
possible.

for 40 years, have a 440-103 alltime record at home.
Despite the in-house support from former WKU greats,
the men’s and women’s teams
could not make the special
night more significant. Both
teams fell in games against Arkansas State.
Sophomore forward T.J. Price
said the Toppers tried to focus

more on the game than emotions that come with playing in
front of former WKU greats.
“It’s good for them to be here
for us, but once the ball goes
up it’s pretty much just playing back to ourselves and no
pressure is on us,” Price said.
“We just go out there and play
basketball like how we know
we can.”
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Sophomore guard Kevin Kaspar attempts to shoot through a swarm of Arkansas State defenders during their game Saturday. PEYTON HOBSON/HERALD
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sports

Former WKU basketball coach Dennis Felton hugs President Gary Ransdell after being recognized as a member of the All-Diddle Arena team during the halftime of the men’s basketball game
against Arkansas State. Felton led the Toppers to three consecutive Sun Belt titles between 2001-03. PEYTON HOBSON/HERALD

50 years of

diddle
WKU legends honored
at Saturday's games
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Former center Jim McDaniels receives a standing ovation at halftime of Saturday’s game against ASU. PEYTON HOBSON/HERALD

Former WKU players on the All-Diddle Arena Team that made the
ceremony are honored at halftime with athletics director Todd
Stewart and president Gary Ransdell. PEYTON HOBSON/HERALD

The past met the present at Diddle
Arena Saturday night.
To honor 50 years of basketball in
Diddle Arena, WKU recognized members of the 50th anniversary “All-Diddle
Arena Team” at halftime of both games
during the men’s and women’s basketball double-header.
Topper fans had the opportunity last
year to vote online for their favorite
players from the past 50 years, and 10
former players were chosen for each
team. The resulting rosters were announced on Jan. 3 and were recognized
Saturday in front of season-high crowds
at both games.
The results featured an interesting
mix of past and recent WKU greats.
The parity in time between some of
the players showed in the two top votegetters on each roster.
Former WKU guard and current Boston Celtic Courtney Lee, who received
the most votes of anyone on the men’s
team, played at WKU from 2005-08.
On the other hand, the former Lady

Topper who received the most votes,
guard Clemette Haskins, played at Diddle Arena from 1984-87.
Scheduling conflicts and professional
basketball schedules prevented some
former WKU players from returning to
be recognized.
Former center Jim McDaniels, forward Clarence Glover and forward
Wayne Chapman were the only members of the men’s team who could make
it, while seven former Lady Toppers
— guard Brenda Chapman, forward
Dominique Duck, forward ShaRae
Mansfield, forward Lillie Mason, guard
Tiffany Porter-Talbert, guard Natalie
Powers and guard Kami Thomas —
were recognized.
Mansfield had to excuse herself from
the locker room at halftime to be recognized — she currently serves as an assistant coach for the Lady Toppers.
She said she hopes this recognition
will inspire the Lady Toppers to improve.
“I’ve walked in their shoes, and I feel
like I have a lot of knowledge to help
the girls with,” Mansfield said. “They
SEE DIDDLE PAGE 14

Lady Toppers head to Florida for road swing
TYLER LASHBROOK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Two conference road wins down
south could be just what the Lady Toppers need as the Sun Belt Conference
season winds down. They’ll try to accomplish that goal this week.
WKU (17-6, 10-4 SBC) will face Florida Atlantic (11-12, 8-7 SBC) Wednesday, then travel an hour south to take
on Florida International (15-9, 9-6 SBC)
on Saturday.
The team has beaten both teams so
far this season at Diddle Arena — FAU
fell 86-68 on Jan. 12 and WKU topped
FIU 62-56 on Nov. 19.
The Lady Toppers lost to Arkansas
State their last time out and will use this
week’s road trip as a way to get back to
winning.
Coach Michelle Clark-Heard says that

this week’s Florida trip is an important
road swing for the Lady Toppers.
“I think all the rest of these games is
all about us working on the things we
need to, to get ready for conference,”
Heard said.
Heard was referring to the Sun Belt
Conference Tournament that is beginning to loom on the Lady Toppers’
schedule.
The tournament begins March 8 and
the Lady Toppers have just six more
games as they prepare to make a run.
WKU has proven to be a gritty group
on the road this year — they are 8-3 on
opponent’s home floors this season —
and Heard expects that trend to continue.
“What I’ve found out about this group
is that we’ve been very resilient on the
road, and we’ve figured out how to
SEE FLORIDA PAGE 14

Junior guard Chaney Means (2) attempts to run past Arkansas State guard Quinisha McDowell (13) during their game Saturday. SETH FISCHER/HERALD

